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Land Reformer 
Quits in Chile 


By Lewis H. Diuguid 

Washington Post Foreign Service 


The theoretician of Chilean 
agrarian reform, who also was 
one of President Eduardo 
Frei’s few links with the left 
wing of his own' party, has 
quit the government. 

Jacques Chonohol resigned 
last week from leadership of 
the Agrarian Development In- 
stitute. He had attempted to 
agrarian reform as a ve- 
hicle for rapid social change of 
the two million peasants 
among the country’s nine mil- 
lion people. 

Chonchol also tried to speed 
up the pace of land expropria- 
tion at a time when the gov- 
ernment as a whole rsadd short- 
age of money and a crippling 
drought dictated a slowdown. 

Chile’s is the only major 
land program undertaken in 
Latin America since the Alli- 
ance for Progress set ambi- 
tious agrarian reform goals in 
1961. 

Frei campaigned for the 
presidency in 1964 on a plat- 
form that included agrarian 
reform, but political opposi- 
tion prevented passage of his 
bill until last year. The origi- 
nal goal, of putting 100,000 
peasant families on their own 
land by 1970, was cut in half. 
It probably will be cut in half 
again, in part because of a 
costly drought. 

Chonchol, in his extensive 
writings, has said “agrarian 
reform should be a massive, 
rapid and drastic process of 
redistributing the rights over 
land.” 

IHs Institute had the respon- 
sibility of providing peasants 
credit and technical assist- 


I ance. He also used it to foster 
formation of peasant unions. 
This caused sharp attacks by 
political opponents. 

Chonchol sees the nonparti- 
cipation of the peasantry as a 
major problem not only in 
Chile but throughout the area. 

“What are the political 
rights which the peasants have 
in Latin America today?” he 
asked. “Practically no other 
than armed rebellion and ban- 
ditry.” 

While Chonchol left the gov- 
ernment, he remains in the 
Christian Democratic Party. 
By some accounts, he may be 
pressed by. the Party’s left 
wing as the candidate to re- 
place Frei. The two have dif- 
fered frequently on the possi- 
bilities of speeding up Frei’s 
“Revolution in Liberty.” The 
gap between Frei and the 
Party’s left will now widen, 
perhaps pushing it toward 
alignment with the Marxist 
opposition. 

Frei had kept Chonchol In 
his key job despite the aggres- 
sive apposition of powerful 
landowners. Conservative crit- 
ics made a public issue of 
Ohonchol’s previous service as 
an agrarian advisor to Cuban 
Premier Fidel Castro’s govern- 
ment. Chonchol was posted to 
Havana by the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture ^ganization. 

Ironically some Cubans, 
asked about Chonchol’s efforts 
there, said his proposals were 
rejected as too bourgeois. 
They added that several of 
Cuba’s present agricultural 
problems would be less severe 
had the Chilean’s technical ad- 
vice been taken. 



